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little more than three weeks a voyage that thentofore took
six months. She returned with a cargo that yielded such
a profit as enabled the captain, who had been admitted to
a share, to quit the sea, and retire to enjoy himself amidst
his family. This lucky event encouraged another Chinese to
pursue the same course. He sailed with equal success to
Malacca, and other places on the east coast, disposing of
his merchandize to prodigious advantage, and with his
accumulated riches, sailed from an island at the border of
the Straits on his return to China, but unfortunately did
not reach it, nor ever was heard of. This misfortune
the prejudiced people ascribed entirely to his having
those diabolical instruments (the quadrant and compass)
on board his vessel. These bigots, on being reminded
that the preceding captain had succeeded with the same
instruments, said, " Hy yaw, that man have too much
ee good friend with devil come." Since that no Chinese
has ever ventured to trespass upon their old mode of
coasting !

Nothing appears more extraordinary to the eyes of a
stranger at Canton than the innumerable boats of different
sizes with which the river is covered for many miles together.
The sampan is a commodious boat, and usually has three
rooms, the largest in the centre. The bottom and deck
over the rooms or cabins are of a light but close grained
wood, the divisions and sides are formed of matted work,
split bamboos, and rattans, painted of different colours and
ornamented with a variety of figures, making a neat appear-
ance. They are guided, or steered, as you may call it,
by a man standing upon a projecting plank near her stern,
with a long oar or paddle, having two, four, six, and so on
up to fourteen rowers, according to the size of the boat.
With the tide, which runs rapidly, they can pull them from
six to nine miles an hour. Whole families reside entirely
in their sampans, not going on shore once in six months.
They carry on their respective trades or businesses upon
the water, buying and selling precisely the same as in a
inarket; the butchers, bakers., &c., having each a fixed